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" the Maennerchor-Halle on Jef-

time at Twin-Halle. on Cedar
canHall.

Maennerchor-Hall in 1918, It
turned out to be-a bad invest-
ment because of taxes and re-
pairs, They finally sald it. .~ .~
There were a lot of meeting

. places over the years. ‘
“William Nussebaumer, the

 brewmaster at Gerst Brewery,

had the club meet in his base~

“ment at one time,” Vernon Suter .

said. . ,
These days, the club meets in
the Opryland ‘Hotel where the
fare is likely to-be more varied
. than' in most of the society’s
- years. ‘However, everybody
. agrees no meeting would be a
.. meeting without swiss cheese on
gye sandwiches and plenty of
. beer. -

Older members can remember -

there was home brew around
even in the days when there was
no such thing as legal beer. There

. was wine from farmers in the
country, t0o.

WHEN THERE was a fyneral,

 everybody attended. . Anything
- else was unthinkable. Failure 0
" do so resulted in afine, ‘

Vernon Suter’s earliest memo- .

ries of the Swiss Independence
i Day picnie held each year some
time around Aug. 1 was of a man
- sitting on a chair atop a table
' calling binge numbers. Having

your feet on the same table on

- which people ate violated every
- code he had been taught. He was
shocked. o

“1 remember those picnics at

- Clearwater Beach at Linton,

' about 15 miles out of Nashville,”

Will Suter said. *“We would have
27 barrels of beer and -over 300
-people. The celebrating would
start early in the morning,”
There would be dancing. The
older folks would try an old fash-
ioned schottisch and laendler to
the melodies of Swiss accordions.
. John Suter was one of the accor-
- dionists. S
i “Hermann Fessler was a yo-
dler,” Vernon Suter said. .

THERE WERE bowling alleys
seiiC up. The swimming was pleas-
ant, S :

- “The nice, clean beach remind-
. ing us of the shores of the Vi
Jerwldstaettersee, shady trees
like the gnarled weather pines of
the Alps,” said an inviting invita-
* tion by the 1933 committee.
There would be a quartet singing

- the old songs and yodeling,
The Society has a book -in

which its members are listed. As’

often as possible, their Swiss
: hometowns, dates of birth, dates
of initiation, dates of death and
- other pertinent information are
- recorded. o -
| Those early members listed

 schneider  (tailor), zeichner.

- {draftsman), conditor (pastry

- ¢hef), gaertner {gardner) seifen~
sied {scap maker), steinhauer
. {stonemason), wagenmacher

QWagfnmaKQV§, metzger {butch-

ferson Street. They also met for a -

Street and at the German-Ameri-

THE SOCIETY bought the

“Peter Buschauer .
 Swiss Society president
er) and just about every other.
trade imaginable. Mostly they
were in agriculture, o

The names they left are.among’
those honored in the community.

“FOR AN organization such as

. ours to have endured for more

than a century, to have survived
the many changes of our times,
its values must be solid and time-~_
less,” Buschauer told the group
at the celebration of its 125th an-~
niversary. “We are celebratiing
not only a quantity of years, but’
also something of special worth. .
We may call it tradition.”

‘The Nashville group is either
the second oldest Swiss group in
the United States or the oldest.
One in New York may or may

‘not be older.

“Those Swiss men who founded
our Society 125 years ago were
proud to be Swiss and equally
proud to be new Americans,”
Buschauer told the group. “They
uynderstood that by cultivating.
the memory of our mother couns
try they would strengthen their;
ability to adjust t¢ a new worl
and to succeed in it.* <

BUSCHAUER could see some:
similarities - between the old”
world and the new. e

“I think we all agree that the-
Swiss flourish particularly well:
in our state,” Buschauer said;
“Southern neighborliness re
minds us a lot of Swiss neighbor-<.
liness. We love the slow and de~
liberate pace of life in the South.

- We take readily to its rural quali-

ty. The hills of East Tennessee of=
ten-merge in our minds with the
foothills of the Alps.

“It is not surprising then that

- 50 many of the Swiss immigrants

to Tennessee stayed here, sank
deep roots and their children and
grandchildren are proud citizens
of the Volunteer State.” )
.The Society is locking for new
members, Interested persons ecan
reach Buschauer at 776-1209

‘nights.

IN 1980, the Society ended a

- long tradition. It voted fo admit"

women as members. This still is ;
a controversial matfer in the-
club. Some men felt it was the
one place where they could get™
away from their wives. .',2-
However, most feel that any-
organization still around after -
125 years most ﬁgggis strong

enough to withst the pres-’
ence of the ladies.
- —~ByMAXYOREK



